RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

April 10, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the March minutes, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt, delegate, was not in attendance due to a back injury.  Just a reminder that the Spring Conference begins Monday, April 16th in Ontario and there will be 5 members from REOKC in attendance.

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) Paul Leonard was not in attendance and Past President Norman Briggs stated that CCAPE is no longer in existence.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of March there were 36 volunteers who worked 111 hours and assisted 1,112 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through March 2007 the volunteers assisted 246,597 visitors.  The luncheon for the volunteers will be May 15th.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that our entertainment for today will be Aaron Gallington.  Aaron, a senior at Liberty High School, is a vocalist who has been involved in musical theater since he was about 11 years old.

NEWSLETTER – Due to the number of articles now available, Mary Lou Bennett stated that she may publish Walter Stewart’s articles every other issue.  Mary Lou reported that Liberty Mutual would like to put another advertisement in the TREND.  She told them that the best time for them to do so would be the January/February issue since it goes out to all retirees.  Liberty Mutual stated that they had an excellent response to the advertisement.  Mary Lou passed her copy of PUBLISHER on to Earlene Smith to put onto her computer to make it easier for Earlene to proofread the TREND.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported that members may name a non-spouse as a beneficiary for a death benefit.  Josiah reported that the Retirement Association is reluctant to allow our organization to borrow their projector because of the expense to replace bulbs, etc.  Josiah did pass along a name of a business that they use to rent equipment.  The COLA will be on the April 30th retirement check and the SRBR will be on the July 31st check.  The pension fund did very well with an approximate 16% increase and as far as Josiah knows that is the best in the state.

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for March 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.  Mary Lou announced that she has all the books back from having the taxes completed and is ready to get the books to Ed Johnson for an audit.  Ed was the number one recommendation from Jack Doty to do our audit.  Earlene Smith will be happy to deliver the books to Ed.  Mary Lou gave the Income Tax Report to the Secretary to file.
COMMUNICATION – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 county newsletters, a Hoffman Hospice fundraiser invitation, a Bakersfield Homeless Center newsletter, a Bakersfield Rescue Mission fundraiser, a Letter of the Law from Superior Court of California, a Thank you letter from Hall Letter Shop for using their services, a 2006 Income Tax Booklet and a W-9 Form from Liberty Mutual.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she would be getting some dates from President Jeanne Berkshire to send to the members to set the date for the next meeting.

WEB PAGE – Past President Norman Briggs announced that we are currently up to 460 receiving the TREND via e-mail.  
PAC UPDATE – No Report

2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE – Next meeting is April 24th at the Doubletree Hotel in the coffee shop.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported that she and Mary Lou had met with Kern Federal Credit Union and spoke to them regarding their sponsoring a breakfast for the attendees of approximately 100 people at $15.00 per person.  Jeanne also mentioned to them about doing a bag to give goodies to attendees with their new logo on the bag.  Greg Salas looked into a fundraiser with See’s Candy.  Greg was asked to bring a chart showing what it would cost REOKC to purchase 1 pound certificates and candy bars and what we could sell the items for to show a profit for the fundraiser.
COMPUTER GIVE AWAY – The last two computers will be raffled off today.

SOUND SYSTEM – Bill Barnhart reported that he had spoken to Stockdale Music regarding what we need and what they could suggest to meet those needs.  Bill spoke to the manager of Stockdale Music and the owner.  They suggested that we need to think of 1 watt per person in the building.  After a lengthy discussion of what we need and what was suggested, it was decided to invite Stockdale Music owner and/or manager to set up one of their systems for our May meeting.  Bill will invite them to our next meeting.  It was suggested that Mary Lou contact Robert Sawyer to update him on what our Board is doing toward purchasing a new sound system. 
NEW BUSINESS:

FAIR HELPERS – President Jeanne Berkshire discussed the work involved in volunteering at the fair in exchange for the use of Harvest Hall in December.  Jeanne has been putting the volunteers together for the last 7 years and would like some relief this year.  It was suggested that we use Norris Road Veterans Hall in December and not volunteer to work at the fair prior to the Fair opening.  Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she would find out the total capacity of Norris Road Veterans Hall and Southwest Veterans Hall and see if December 11th is available for this year.  

PUBLICITY – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith reported that she had attempted to get notice of our meeting in the Sunday newspaper but it was not published and hopefully it will appear before the May meeting.  Earlene will look into what it takes to get our meeting on the TV Community Calendar.  
BROCHURES – Secretary Ginger Mello circulated the current brochure.  Discussion was held on what improvements and corrections need to be done.  It was decided that the Board would take the brochure home with them and make corrections of what they would like them to look like and return with them to the next meeting.  It was decided that we should get it to the printer by mid-May to have them available for the June seminar.  
OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  Bill Barnhart stated that he has faced a problem with dental insurance.  After Bill retired in March 2006, he received brochures on the medical plan and the dental plan from Health Benefits.   Bill had not been part of Pacific Union Dental prior to retirement.  Pacific Union was offered after retirement and Bill joined it and upon receiving the brochure from Pacific Union Dental learned that the plan does not apply to retirees.  Retirees fall under another plan with Pacific Union Dental and a crown that was to have cost $45 ended up being almost $400.  Bill stated that this is information that should be given at the Retirement Seminar.  
MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 11:24 a.m., seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary      
